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DC Ranch home is nimble,
flexible, and up to the
challenge of three boys
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he Yatkowski family uses every

inch of their home — all 13,128

square feet of livable space.

Paul and Kari Yatkowski’s

Southwest-Mediterranean-style
two-level at DC Ranch in north Scottsdale
includes five bedrooms, nine bathrooms, a
five-car garage and a detached 602-square-
foot casita with another bedroom and
bath, which the couple generously opens
for friends and family. An acre-plus wash-
delineated lot, blending lush high desert and
xeriscaping, privatizes them from neighbors
and the golf course.

“They loved the location on a quiet cul-de-
sac with great views of the mountains and city
lights,” says Ron Steege, co-principal, with
Tim Larson, of La Casa Builders, Scottsdale.

To complete the team, the Yatkowski’s
selected Scottsdale architect David Dick, who
had designed their former Ahwatukee home,
and, for the interior design, Holly Ogden,
ASID, of Wiseman and Gale Interiors,
Scottsdale. Design and building required two
years, and the family moved in July 2009.



West by Midwest

“We bought the lot and built here because
we felt that this was as close to how we grew
up,” says Kari, a native of Spearfish, S.D.,
famous for its gold-rush past, mining present
and proximity to Mount Rushmore National
Park. Similarly, Paul grew up in Winnipeg,
Canada, before coming to the United
States to play football for the University
of Tennessee. “As you would expect, that
creates some family rivalry,” says Kari, an
Arizona State University graduate.

“We wanted the amenities of a master-
planned community and the fabric of a
traditional community,” she adds. “We
wanted a home where the children can
ride their bikes down the street and go to
school with the same children they play
football with.”

Married 10 years, they have three boys:
twins and a high schooler from Kari’s first
marriage. Also residing at the home are a
half dozen dogs and cats, living the DC
Ranch lifestyle with apparent satisfaction,
enjoying designated feeding areas and siesta

nooks: “I’d have a 100 animals if I could,”
says Kari, who works closely with nonprofits
supporting families with children and
animal causes throughout the Valley.

The DC Ranch community provides
them with hiking trails into the McDowell
Mountain Preserve, neighborhood parks
and amenities such as the Desert Center,
an 8,000-square-foot facility on nine
acres, including fitness rooms, heated
pool, tennis, volleyball and basketball;
and the Homestead Community Center,
with a 7,000-square-foot facility, including
the innovative Homestead Playhouse
community theater. Nearby are the shops
and restaurants of DC Ranch Marketplace.

Every year when the boys are off from
school, they spend time in a second home
in Colorado, but for most of this summer,
Kari will be vernal social director, hoping
to schedule activities at the house, the
DC Ranch community centers and other
Scottsdale-area activities.

“This will be our first summer here,”
she notes, with a sigh. “What do you do

with three boys for four summer months?”
she continues with a big smile, looking
out toward their backyard, which the La
Casa team has fitted with a large pool,
including an electric cover for safety and
low maintenance, a heated pool bath/spa
and a trampoline area. “Well, they do like
to swim.”

A living home

Fortunately, how the Yatkowski’s designed
their home provides many activity options
beyond swimming and trampolining in the
summer as well as in cooler times of the
year. “We didn’t go into it to design our
home according to a set theme or style,”
says Kari, who works out of the home for
Corporate Citizen, her consulting company
that provides corporate-giving strategies to
clients who want to align their businesses
with nonprofits.

From her office, connected to Paul’s
through a medial hallway, she also
coordinates Haven Charitable Foundation, a
family foundation established to assist
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