


the Ford Cobra Team from 1963 to 1965. 
In the 1963 L\ Times Grand Prix at the Riverside pre­

race, he was first overall in a Shelby 289 Cobra, besting Dan 

Gurne)! A year later, with Gurney, he won the GT Class in 
the 24 Hours of Le Mans, driving the new Shelby Daytona 
Coupe, beating the Ferrari GTOs. Following that, with Jo 
Schlesser, he was the GT Class champ in the 1965 12 Hours 
of Sebring, again in a Shelby Daytona Coupe. kCarroll knew 

Bondurant was the man to beat and also the man to drive his 
Cobra," Pat says. 

In that iconic car, Bob won seven of 10 FlA World 
Championship races in America and Europe. In 1965, he 
guided Shelby Cobra 289 Roadsters and Daytona Coupes to 

the prestigious FIA World Manufacturers Championship. 
Everywhere he and his team bested the mighty Ferrari GTOs. 

"Bob was a big part of us winning the world champi­
onship in 1965," Shelby says. "Not only was he fast, Bob 
really knew how to get the most out of a car. He has the rare 
talent of being able to translate those things to students, 

which is why l asked him to help start a driving school in 
the 1960s. l'm proud of h is accomplishments and to call 
him my friend." 

Bob was the firs t and only American in an American car 
to beat the sacred chariots of Enzo Ferrari. No American has 

done this since. The Daytona Coupe in which he notched the 

championship recently sold to an Argentinean collector for 
$8.5 million, Pat notes. 

Just a few months after Bob beat Scuderia Ferrari (Team 
Ferrari), Ferrari hired him to drive his first Ferrari Formula 

1 in the United States Grand Prix, and he continued to drive 
many Ferrari prototypes. wDriving for Ferrari is one of the 
proudest moments in my racing career," Bob says. 

Bob Flies High 

In June 1967, at Watkins Glen in New York, in a 
McLaren MARK ll CanAm, a steering arm broke at 150 miles 
an hour; the car rolled eight times and was thrown in the air 
as high as the telephone poles, spectators reported. "I 
remember seeing the tree-tops on the way down. Luckily, it 

was raining to soften the ground," Bob recalls. 
A year later, inspired by his having taught James Gamer 

and others how to drive Fonnula 1 race cars for John 
Frankenheimers Grand Prix, released in 1966, he opened the 
Bob Bondurant School of High Performance Driving at the 

Orange County International Raceway. His first s tudents 
included Paul Newman a nd Robert Wagner, whom he 
trained for the 1969 movie Winning. 

Since 1990, the school has been on the Gila River Indian 
Community at Firebird Raceway. ln 43 years, he and his 

instructors have trained 350,000-plus students to be better 
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